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< HS Graduate 4
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North Carolina

0 s -1K Profile
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North Carolina Profile Notes

1. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). Average of four rankings
(rounded upward to nearest single digit) based on 2011 state scale scoregor four th-grade
reading (#23);fourth-grade math (#12);eighth-grade reading (#33);eighth-grade math (#21).

URL: nationsreportcard.gov/data_tools.asp

2. ReporUl E w?All GWWEOT OUUwWI UEEUEUDPOOWUEUIT 2 wpbdi 6wl BT T WwUET ¢
Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI), NCDPI News Release (August 12, 21012).
Data for 2011-2012school year.
URL: www.ncpublicschools.org/newsroom/news/2012 -13/2012080202

3. Highlights of the North Carolina Public School Budget, February 2012, page 1.
URL: www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/fbs/resources/data/highlights/2012highlights.pdf

4. Highlights of the North Carolina Public School Budget, February 2012, page 229.
URL: www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/fbs/resources/data/highlights/2012highlights.pdf

5. North Carolina Department of Administration, North Carolina Private School Statistics (2012).
URL: www.ncdnpe.org/documents/11 -12CSStats. pdf

6. North Carolina Department of Administration, North Carolina Home School Statistical Summary
(August 2012), page 3.

URL: www.ncdnpe.org/documents/11 -12CSStats.pdfhttp://www.ncdnpe.org/documents/hhh237.pdf

7. Percentages are meant for general impressions only. Due to rounding, percentage totals may be
slightly greater or less than 100%.

8. North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI), Facts and Figures: 2011-12.
URL: www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/fbs/resources/data/factsfigures/2011-12figures.pdf

9. North Carolina Department of Administration, North Carolina Private School Statistics (2012).
URL: www.ncdnpe.org/docum ents/11-12CSStats.pdf

10. Author rating (Weak, Moderate, or Strong), based on John Watson, Amy Murin, Lauren Vashaw,
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Level Policy and Practic€Evergreen Education Group, 2011), Table 2.

URL: kpk12.com/cms/wp -content/uploads/KeepingPace2011.pdf

11. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD). Data for the 20092010 school year.

URL: nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/states

12. Frank Johnson, Lei Zhou, and Nanae Nakamoto, Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary
and Secondary Education: School Year 2009 Fiscal Year 2004NCES 2011329). U.S. Department
of Education. Washington, D.C.: National Center for Education Statistics (June 2011)

URL: nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011329.pdf

6 | www.edchoice.org



Overview

The #ANor t K-1Z&School Choiee Survey pr oj ect , ¢ oheRiedsnani
Foundation for Educational Choice and conducted by Braun Research Inc. (BRI),
measuresNorth Carolinar e gi st e r fardiliantyo aneéwewsimn a range of K-12
education topics and school choice reforms. We report responselevels and differences
(oftenusingthetermsi n@ t o r  fi)ofpvoter @pohion , and the intensity of responses.

Where do North Carolinians stand on important issuesand policy proposals in K-12

education? We try to provide some observations and insights in this paper.

A randomly selected and statistically representative sample of North Carolina voters
recently responded to 20 substantive questions and 11 demographic gestions. A total of
601 telephone interviews were conducted in English from June 18 to 24, 2012 by means of
both landline and cell phone. Statistical results were weighted to correct known
demographic discrepancies. The margin of sampling error for the statewide sample is £4.0

percentage points.

In this project we included several split-sample experiments. A split-sample design is a
systematic way ofcomparing the effects of two or more alternative wordings for a given
guestion. The purpose is to see if particular wording, or providing a new piece of information,
can significantly influence opinio n on a given topic. We were patrticularly interested in how
wording can affect responses to questions on education spending, taxes, and school choice
policiesd all salient issues in North Carolina state politics and policy discussions.

Our polling paper has four sections. The first section summarizes key findings. We call
the second sect i onwhith®ferschans highhghtipgsthie adares , 0
findings of the project. The t hird section describes the
summarizes response statistics, and presents additional technical information on call
dispositions for landline and cell phone interviews. The fourth section presentsour
guestionnaire and results (ftopline n u mb e,resséntially allowing the reader to follow

the actual interview as it was conducted, with respect to question wording and ordering.

7 | www.edchoice.org
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Key Findings:

A Nearly four outof five registered voters in North Carolina (78 %) are
paying attention to issues in K -12 education. About one -fifth of voters
(21%)said t hey pay fAvery |ittledo or no attentio

See Question 1

Voterswhosaidt hey pay fda [|(4b%)do KelR edachtioreissues o n
outnumber those who said they pay no attention (6%) by more than seven-to-one.

Middle -age and older voters (ages 30 to 49, and 50 and older, respectively) clearly pay
closer attention to these issues than younger voters. Almost half of voters 30 and older
(48%) are engaged on k12 educationissuessayi ng t hey pay @8yl ot o
comparison, about one-third of younger voters (34%), age 18 to 29, said the same.

A North Carolinians are more likely to think that K -12 educationis on the

Awrong tracko (55%padcogpanettheofri gh%). dire
See Question 2

Severaldemographics stand out. Parents (35%) are more likely than non-parents
(25%) to see things going in the right direction, thought the levels are still very
low.! Suburban and small-town voters (32% eachgroup) are more positive than
rural voters (22%). Democrats (34%) are significantly more likely to think things
are going in the right direction compared to Republicans (23%). African
Americans (36%) are more upbeat than whites (24%).

A Voters give relatively low marks to the st at eldicsschpol system (45%

said Agoodo or Mesadcfefldiernd ogr 5@poor o) .

1 For this paper, the term ? £ U1 O U Ustouhdde rebpbindents who said they have one or more children in
preschool through high school. Non-parents may have children, but none are in this specific grade range.
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See Question 3

Parents are more likely to express positiveratings (51%) when compared to non
parents. The eastern region of the state (33%) is significantly less likely to give
Agoodo or nNnexcellento marks for public sch

Raleigh-Durham regions (48% in each region).

Republican responses are significantly different than both Democrats and

Independents. About half of Democrats (50%) and Independents (53%) gave positive
ratings to the stateds public schoodrtiorsyst e
of Republicans (32%) sayng the same. Conversely, 47% of Democrats and 44% of

|l ndependents described the Pppddi cosBhibohe s

thirds of Republicans (65%) offered negative ratings.

Based on survey responses , North Carolina  voters do not know how
much is spent per student in public schools. There IS an awareness gap.

See Question 4

Approximately $ 8,518is spent on each studentinNor t h Car ol i nadés pub
and only 8% of respondents could estimate the correct perstudent spending range

for the state (this dollar figureMorefl ect s
than one-fourth of all respo ndents (26%) thought that less than $4,000 is being

spent per student i n the 45% divterdssidtpey bl i ¢ s c

Adonot ank dibnatdffer a spending number.2

29" JUUI O0ws$RxI OEPUUUI U? WEEUE wb OE OU E I-reldfed upgorddanites, | OU wOOu
and other elementary/secondary current expenditures, but exclude expenditures on long -term debt service,

facilities and construction, and other programs. ? 3 OUEOQw$ R x1 OEPUUUI U» wEEUEWDOEOQUE
instruction, instruction -related, support services, and other elementary/secondary current expenditures,

plus expenditures on long -term debt service, facilities and construction, and other programs. The latter may

include expenditures for community services, adult education, community colleges, private schools, and

other programs that are not considered expenditures on public K -12 education.
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When considering fAtotal %72%ne2008 i2009),rwhishdo per

is another definition for educational spending, voter estimates are still off-target.

Of the 334 respondents who offered an estimate or guess to this question,
approximately 8 of 10 voters (80%) either underestimated fiotal 0 educational
spending per student, or they could not give an answer or guess. Nanatter how
one defines expenditures (perstudent), voters are woefully uninformed about
how money is spent in K-12 education.

When given the latest per  -student spending information, voters are
less likelyto saypubl ic school funding is at a | eve

compared to answering without having such information.
See Questions 5A and 5B

We asked two slightly different questions about the level of public school funding in

North Carolina. On version5A,66% of voters said that publ
| ow. 0 Honwersioa 5B, which included a sentencereferring to data on per-

student funding in North Carolina ($8, 518), the proportion of voters sayingiit oo | owo
shrank by 16 percentage points, effectively a 24% reduction.

Voters are likely to change their views on public school fundingd at least when
initially sayingi t i s @&if given adcuwrateer-student spending
information. The implication that opinion can turn on a single piece of data is
important for political sound bites that focus on aggregate levels of public

spending rather than how the money is allocated and spent per student.

Although taxes can be  a source of public school funding, a plurality of

voters (46%) would prefer state taxes to d

See Frank Johnson, Lei Zhou, and Nanae NakamotoRevenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and
Secondary Education: School Year 20B(Fical Year 2009JNCES 2011329). U.S. Department of Education.
Washington, D.C.: National Center for Education Statistics (June 2011)

URL: nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011329.pdf
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about the sameodo or i ncrease. Li kewi se,

they prefer to decrease local taxes.
See Questiors 6A and 6B

In the statewide sample, more than half of voters want taxes to stay the same or
decrease at both the state and local levels. That said, some majorities emerge
among demographic groups that would like to see increased taxes. Urban and
suburban voters are much more likely to want increased state taxes (61% and 53%,
respectively) compared to small-town and rural voters (38% and 28%,
respectively). A majority of Democrats (53%) want to see higher state taxes, but
Republicans clearly do not (26%). Younger voters(64%) also favor higher state
taxes, but middle-age (41%) and older (34%) voters do not share their enthusiasm.
African Americans (53%) are significantly more likely to want h igher states taxes

compared to whites (38%).

Comparatively speaking, it is evenless popular to want higher local taxes. No
majorities exist favoring increased local taxes, but there are some significant
relative differences. Urban voters (49%) are more likely to want higher local taxes
compared to small-town (29%) and rural (30%) vot ers. To no surprise, Democrats
(48%) are more likely to want higher local taxes than Republicans (26%). In stark
contrast to the question on state taxes, we see middleage (38%) and older (39%)

voters more likely to want higher local taxes than younger voters (18%).

Voters are more likely to give grades A or B to private/parochial schools in

their areas, compared to other types of schools.
See Questions A, 7B, and 7C

Approximately 59 % of voters give an A orB to private schools, 4% give an A or B

to regular public schools, and 53% give an A or B to charter schoolsOnly 14% of

11 | www.edchoice.org



voters give a D or F grade to their local public schools.Even fewer give low grades

to charter schools (6%) and private/parochial schools (4%).

Voters are more than twice as Ikely to give an A to private/parochial schools (26%)

when compared to the proportion of responses giving an A to public schools (11%).

When asked for a preferred school type, North Carolinians would

choose a private school  (39%) first . A regular public school option is

the second -most frequently cited preference (34%). As a result, there

isamajor disconnectbetween v ot er sd® schoolangacteat er ences

enrollment patterns in the state.
See Questiors 8 and 9

Approximately 6 % of North  C a r oK-12 stwénspopulation attends private

schools, butin our survey interviews, 39% of respondents would select a private
school asa first option. Nearly87% of t he st atebds students at
schools, but asubstantially lower percentage of voters 34%) would choose a

regular public school as their first choice. A sizeable proportion of North Carolina

voters (15%) would like to send their child to a charter school. About 126 of voters

said he/she would opt to homeschool their child.

Inafollow-up question, respondents in our surve
A7%)and nidi vi dual %)tadthekey attibutes theylake looking for
in the selection of their preferred school. The third -most important at tribute, as

suggested by about 10 of al | recspasnsgdesnit se. 6 s 0

Some caution. These characteristics appear to be a higher priority over others on
the list. However, any of these qualities may or may not attract more urgency as a

second or third priority, which we do not explore in our survey.

North Carolinav  oters are much more lik ely to favor charter schools
(65 %), ra ther than oppose such schools (15 %). The net support for

12 | www.edchoice.org



charter schools is very large (+50 percentage points).  Approximately

46% of voters are familiar with charter schools.
See Questions 10 and 11

North Carolina registered a large positive net support (+50 net) favoring charter
schools. Theenthusiasm is also very positive (+24 intensity ). In other words,
voters are more likelytosayt hey fAstrongly favoro charter

compared to those who said they fAstrongly

Charter schools enjoy majority support across all examined demographic groups.
However, where a voter lives can point to some differences in support levels. For
example, suburban voters (72%) are significantly more favorable toward charter

schools than voters living in small towns (62%) and rural areas (61%).

Democrats significantly differ from Republicans, although both groups
overwhelmingly support charter schools (62% and 71%, respetively).
Approximately 71% of parents favor charter schools. About half of lower-income
households (less than $25,000) support charters, but they are significantly less
likely to support charters than higher -income households.

Intensity of support for charters is greatest among parents, urban and suburban
voters, Republicans, middle-age voters, household earning $50,000 or more, and
whites. There is relatively weaker intensity (but still positive) among small -town

voters, younger voters (age 18 to 29), and households earning less than $25,000.

Nearly half of voters (46%)s ay t hey are at | east fisomewha
schools. There is potential to broaden awareness and possibly expand support for
charters. The association between charter school familiarity and favorability is

positive in direction, though fairly modest in size (r=.214, p < .01).

13 | www.edchoice.org



A North Carolinians admitted they are not that familiar with virtual
schools ( 75% unfamiliar ), and at least for now, they are less likely to

be supportive of these schools (36% favor vs. 46% oppose).
See Questions 2 and 13

The strongly held negative views exceed the strongly positive viewsdy nearly 15
percentage points, and so intensity is clearly negative. This isunderstandable

though, possibly pointing to a skepticism of the unfamiliar.

Several demographic groups stand out in their views on virtual schools. Parents
are evenly split on virtual schools (41% favor vs. 40% oppose). Suburban voters
are also divided (43% favor vs. 43% oppose), but are more likely to support
virtual schools than voters in other kinds of communities. Democrats (43%) are
significantly more likely to support these schools than Republicans (30%) or
Independents (38%). Conversely, those who selfidentify in the latter two

political categories are also much more likely to oppose virtual schools.

A Votersstrongly suppor t-cfie dixt schol aredentagesof 0 The
those who favor (63% or 65 %, depending on the question version) is
more than double the number of people wh o said they oppose the
policy (25 % and 23%, respecti vely ). No matter the wording of the

guestion, we measure very positive reactions (+38 net and +42 net).
See Questiors 14A and 14B

Based on our split-sample experiment results, it appears adding definition and
context for voters does not affect the view ofthe average North Carolina voter.

On Q14A, parents, suburban, and middle-age voters overwhelmingly support tax-
credit scholarships (76%, 78%, and 73%, respectively). Of all observed
demographic groups, older voters and rural voters arerelatively most lik ely to

oppose taxcredit scholarships (33% each oppose). However, even these groups
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still support tax -credit scholarships by wide margins (older voters: +21

percentage points; rural voters: +15 percentage points).

North Carolina voters qupmoritngasn atedbwnd toi &
(called an AESA0). The percentage of those
much larger than the proportion who said they oppose (28%) the

policy. The net support is large (+28 net) with some enthusiasm (+18

intensity). Similar results occ ur for the alternative question describing

Aempower ment scholarship accounts. 06 Howeve

down by 11 percentage points in the alternative question (+5 intensity).
See Question BA, 15B, and 16

Intense positive support is pretty strong forversionAdabout 32% sai d t he
favor o ESAs wlhielye A botprpoostaidl igensity ). By contrast, the

different wording forversionBdd e s cr i bi ng fAempower mendt scho
produced more negative reasti 2B% (&88fonRngty

Still, the overall intensity remained positive (+5 intensity) for version B.

Among observed demographic groups on \ersion A, net support is highest among
parents (+55 net), Republicans (+41 net), and middle-age voters (+50 net). These
same demographic groups also stand out on their responses to version B. For
example, about 72% of parents favor such a policyon version A, and similarly

69% said they favor the ESA definition provided in version B.
Enthusiasm for ESAs is highest among:
Parents (+34 intensity for version A; +20 intensity for version B);
Charlotte residents (+23 intensity for version A; +12 in tensity for version B);

Suburbanites (+28 intensity for version A; +10 intensity for version B);
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Middle-age voters (+24 intensity for version A; +20 intensity for version B);
African Americans (+23 intensity for version A; +16 intensity for version B).

In a follow-up and open-ended question, we asked for the reasonwhy a
respondent chose his/her view regarding ESAs. Most frequently, he/she said
some combination of fAchoice, 0 Afsfifhefdom, 06 o

the respondents (21%) would saidone or more of these terms.

Voters clearly prefer universal access to ESAs, compared to access
thatis based solely on financial need.

See Questions 17 and 18

Nearly two of three voters (65%)s ai d t hey agree with the sta
should be available to all families, regar
of 10 respondents (42%) Astrongly agreeo w

disagree with this statement; 18% saidt hey fAstrongly di sagree. 0

More than one-third of North Carolinians (35 %) said they agree with the statement

t h aESAséhould only be available to familiesbas ed on f i nanci%df nee:c¢
all respondentsi st rongl y agr ee o More thdn hdlf (69%) saddthayt e me n
disagree with means-testing ESAs, and 360saidt hey f#Astromgly disagr

Nearly 6 of 10 North Carolina voters (57%) said they s upport school

vouchers , compared to 32% of voters who said they oppose such a

school choice system. Th e margin of support is more than six times

the surveybés margin of error: + 2thrdpercent

of respondents (36%) said they were familiar with school vouchers.

See Questions 19 and 20
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The levels of support for vouchers vary a bit amongdemographic groups, but

with the exception of a few groups, net favorability is in double digits.

Net support for school vouchers is highest among parents (+37net), Charlotte
residents (+29 net), urban voters (+41 net), Republicans (+39 net), young voters
(+48 net), middle -age voters (+35 net), households earning less than $50,000
(+41net), and African Americans (+41 net). Despite positive net support, there
are some groups that are significantly less inclined than others to support
vouchers, including parents whose children are past high schoolage (+9 net),
rural voters (+6 net), older voters (+11 net), and households earning more than
$125,000 (+3 net).

Enthusiasm for this kind of poli cy is highest among parents (+22intensity), Charlotte
residents (+16 intensity), Greensboro residents (+18 intensity), urban voters (+26
intensity), suburban voters (+16 intensity), small -town voters (+17 intensity),
Republicans (+25 intensity), young voters (+27 intensity), middle -age voters (+19
intensity), and households earning less than $50,000 (+23 intensity) .

In North Carolina, there does not appear to be an association between familiarity
with school vouchers and favorability toward the school choice policy. The
correlation between school voucher familiarity and favorability is positive in
direction, though weak in size (r=.082, p < .05).
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Survey Snapshots

18 | www.edchoice.org



Q1. How much attention do you pay to issues
involving K-12 education?

M Very Little/None

B Some/A Lot

NORTH CAROLINA

Charlotte

Raleigh-Durham

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q1.
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Q2. Do you feel things in North Carolina's K-12
education system are generally going in the
right direction, or do you feel things have
generally gotten off on the wrong track?

NORTH CAROLINA 55

Charlotte 52

Raleigh-Durham 58

B Wrong Track M Right Direction

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q2.
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going in the right direction, or do you feel things have generally gotten off on tl
wrong track?

Right Direction Wrong Track Net
% % N=

ALL VOTERS 29 55 - 26 601

Parent 35 53 -18 205

Non-Parent 25 57 -32 391
COMMUNITY

Urban 27 53 - 26 99

Suburban 32 55 - 23 160

Small Town 32 51 -19 189

Rural 22 63 -41 142
PARTY ID

Democrat 34 50 -16 219

Republican 23 64 -41 165

Independent 29 55 - 26 154
AGE GROUP

MYy ¢ HO 35 45 -10 117

on ¢ naog 28 53 -25 212

50 & Over 27 60 - 33 265
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Under $25,000 27 53 - 26 84

$25,000 - $49,999 29 53 -24 159

$50,000 - $74,999 34 50 -16 130

$75,000 - $124,999 21 66 - 45 108

$125,000 & Over 41 48 -7 59
RACE/ETHNICITY

African American 36 51 -15 127

White 24 59 -35 412

NOTE: Please consider that each subgroup has a unique margin of error based on its registered vot:
population size in the state and the sample size (N) obtained in this survey. We advise strong cautio
interpreting results for subgroups with small sample sizes. Reference to whites refers to the non-His)
component of the self-identified white population.

SOURCE: Friedman Foundation for Educational CiNoed) Carolina K-12 & School Choice Sur@s.
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Q3. How would you rate North Carolina's

oublic school system? M Fair/Poor M Good/Excellent

NORTH CAROLINA 52 45

Raleigh-Durham

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q3.
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Good/Excellent Fair/Poor Net Intensity
% % N=
ALL VOTERS 45 52 -7 -5 601
Parent 51 46 +5 -1 205
Non-Parent 42 54 -12 -8 391
COMMUNITY
Urban 39 56 -17 -9 99
Suburban 45 52 -7 -8 160
Small Town 48 49 -1 + 2 189
Rural 49 50 -1 - 10 142
PARTY ID
Democrat 50 47 +3 -5 219
Republican 32 65 - 33 -11 165
Independent 53 44 +9 -3 154
AGE GROUP
MY ¢ HO 40 56 - 16 -2 117
on ¢ ndao 49 49 even -3 212
50 & Over 46 51 -5 -8 265

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Under $25,000 46 47 -1 -3 84
$25,000 - $49,999 44 53 -9 -3 159
$50,000 - $74,999 47 50 -3 -13 130
$75,000 - $124,999 44 56 -12 -2 108
$125,000 & Over 58 39 + 19 even 59

RACE/ETHNICITY
African American 49 50 -1 -3 127
White 43 53 -10 -7 412

NOTE: Please consider that each subgroup has a unique margin of error based on its registered vote
population size in the state and the sample size (N) obtained in this survey. We advise strong cautior
interpreting results for subgroups with small sample sizes. Reference to whites refers to the non-Hisp
component of the self-identified white population. Based on Gallup's "Positive Intensity Score," Intens
measured by subtracting the combined percentages of "fair" and "poor"” responses from the combinec
percentages of "good" and "excellent" responses. The difference indicates the enthusiasm behind the
positive or negative ratings.

SOURCE: Friedman Foundation for Educational Cinmcey Carolina K-12 & School Choice Sur@s..
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Q4. How much do you think is spent per year on M Less Than 54’000
each studentin North Carolina's public schools? | 54,001 - 58,000
Your estimate (to the nearest thousand dollars) 8 001 - $12.000
will represent the combined expenditures of s ’ s ’

local, state, and federal governments. 512;001 - 516;000

Over $16,000

NORTH CAROLINA 5 5
Charlotte 4 5
Raleigh-Durham 9 3 6

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q4.
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Q5. (Split A) Do you believe that public school
funding in North Carolina is at a level that is:

H Too High
H About Right

Too Low
NORTH CAROLINA 66
Charlotte 60
Raleigh-Durham 72

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q5A.

Q5. (Split B) According to the most recent
information available, in North Carolina $8,518 is
being spent each year per student attending public = About Right
schools. Do you believe that public school funding
in North Carolina is at a level that is:

H Too High

Too Low
NORTH CAROLINA 50
Charlotte 15 49
Raleigh-Durham 13 45

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q5B.
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Qs6. (Split A) Do you think that state taxes to fund

W Decr
public schools in North Carolina should increase, ecrease
?
decrease, or stay about the same? m Stay About The Same
Increase

CharIOtte _ 46
Raleigh-Durham “ 46

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q6A.

Q6. (Spllt B) D? you think that_loc.al taxes to fund B Decrease

public schools in your school district should

i ]

increase, decrease, or stay about the same? m Stay About The Same
Increase

Raleigh-Durham 32

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q6B.
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Q7A. Inthinking about the schools in your area,
what grade would you give...

REGULAR PUBLIC / DISTRICT SCHOOLS

NORTH CAROLINA 11 38
Charlotte 38
Raleigh-Durham 41

mA C mF
34 9
34 11
31 9

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q7A.
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Q7B. In thinking about the schools in your area,

what grade would you give... mA B C

HmF

CHARTER SCHOOLS

NORTH CAROLINA 33 14 4
Charlotte 37 9 3!
Raleigh-Durham 28 17 5

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q7B.
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Q7C. In thinking about the schoolsin your area,

what grade would you give... mA B C D

mF

PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

NORTH CAROLINA 33 13 2
Charlotte 35 10 2
Raleigh-Durham 33 16 2

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q7C.

29 | www.edchoice.org




Q8. If it were your decision and you could B Regular Public School

select any type of school, what type of school
would you select in order to obtain the best W Charter School

education for your child? m Virtual School
Private School
B Homeschool

NORTH CAROLINA 34 15 39
Charlotte 38 12 40
Raleigh-Durham 40

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q8.
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Q8. Ifit were your decision and you could select any type of school, what ty]

of school would you select in order to obtain the best education for your chil

Charter . Regu!ar
Homeschool Private School Public
School
School
% % % % N=

ALL VOTERS 15 11 39 34 601

Parent 13 13 40 32 205

Non-Parent 16 10 38 34 391
COMMUNITY

Urban 21 10 44 23 99

Suburban 12 6 52 28 160

Small Town 13 12 32 43 189

Rural 17 16 27 37 142
PARTY ID

Democrat 14 7 43 35 219

Republican 17 11 39 30 165

Independent 18 16 34 30 154
AGE GROUP

MY C H( 20 11 35 34 117

on ¢ nd 10 11 45 32 212

50 & Over 17 9 36 35 265
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Under $25,000 10 14 40 35 84

$25,000 - $49,999 19 13 35 32 159

$50,000 - $74,999 15 11 42 30 130

$75,000 - $124,999 14 7 39 39 108

$125,000 & Over 16 7 33 41 59
RACE/ETHNICITY

African American 10 7 51 30 127

White 16 12 38 32 412

NOTE: Please consider that each subgroup has a unique margin of error based on its registered vt
population size in the state and the sample size (N) obtained in this survey. We advise strong caut
when interpreting results for subgroups with small sample sizes. Reference to whites refers to the |
Hispanic component of the self-identified white population.

SOURCE: Friedman Foundation for Educational CiNaiciy Carolina K-12 & School Choice Sur@8.
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Q9. What is the most important characteristic or attribute that would cause
you to choose a [INSERT SCHOOL TYPE FROM PREVIOUS QUESTION
child? Please use one word, or a very short phrase.

Top 15 | Specific impressions offered by respondents in the statewide
sample. Numbers represent counts (n), not percentages.

BETTER EDUCATION / QUALITY101
INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION / ONE-ON-ONE 89
CLASS SIZE / STUDENT-TEACHER RATED
BETTER TEACHERS / TEACHERS / TEACHIN®
DISCIPLINE / STRUCTURE 31

DIVERSITY / VARIETY 27

CURRICULUM / ACADEMICS 25

SAFETY / LESS DRUGS, VIOLENCE, BULLYIRE>
SOCIALIZATION / PEERS / OTHER KID25
RELIGION / RELIGIOUS REASONX21
ENVIRONMENT / CULTURE / COMMUNITY 19
ALMA MATER / SOCIAL NETWORK 18
STANDARDS / MORE CHALLENGING18
MORALS / VALUES / ETHICS 15
RESOURCES / FUNDING 13

SOURCE: Friedman Foundation for Educational Chbiogth Carolina K-12 & School Choice Surv@g.
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Q10 Q12 Q19 ® Very Familiar

How familiar are you with [Charter Schools / Virtual h i
Schools / School Vouchers] in K-12 Education? Somewhat Familiar

Not That Familiar

Hm Never Heard Of / Don't Know

School Vouchers

28 52

Charter Schools

37 49

Virtual Schools

16 61

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q10,Q12,Q19.
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Q10. Charter schools are public schools that have
more control over their own budget, staff, and L Oppose M Favor
curriculum, and are exempt from many existing
public school regulations. In general, do you favor
or oppose charter schools?

NORTH CAROLINA

Charlotte

Raleigh-Durham

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q11.
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Q11. Charter schools are public schools that have more control over their ov

budget, staff, and curriculum, and are exempt from many existing public scha
regulations. In general, do you favor or oppose charter schools?

Favor Oppose Net Intensity
% % N=

ALL VOTERS 65 15 + 50 + 24 601

Parent 71 13 + 58 + 25 205

Non-Parent 62 17 + 45 + 23 391
COMMUNITY

Urban 67 14 + 53 + 29 99

Suburban 72 13 + 59 + 30 160

Small Town 62 14 + 48 + 18 189

Rural 61 19 + 42 + 22 142
PARTY ID

Democrat 62 16 + 46 + 24 219

Republican 71 14 + 57 + 28 165

Independent 65 13 + 52 +24 154
AGE GROUP

MYy ¢ H(O 61 9 + 52 +24 117

on ¢ nao 71 12 + 59 + 28 212

50 & Over 62 20 + 42 + 22 265
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Under $25,000 50 16 + 34 + 16 84

$25,000 - $49,999 71 11 + 60 + 26 159

$50,000 - $74,999 68 16 + 52 + 29 130

$75,000 - $124,999 69 15 + 54 + 26 108

$125,000 & Over 61 18 + 43 + 15 59
RACE/ETHNICITY

African American 62 9 + 53 + 19 127

White 67 18 + 49 + 27 412

NOTE: Please consider that each subgroup has a unique margin of error based on its registered vol
population size in the state and the sample size (N) obtained in this survey. We advise strong cautic
interpreting results for subgroups with small sample sizes. Reference to whites refers to the non-Hi
component of the self-identified white population. Based on Gallup's "Positive Intensity Score," Inter
measured by subtracting the percentage of "strongly oppose" responses from the percentage of "str
favor" responses. The difference indicates enthusiasm behind the support or opposition for a given
or proposal.

SOURCE: Friedman Foundation for Educational CiNwcty Carolina K-12 & School Choice Supégil.
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Q13. Virtual schools can be run publicly or privately,

allowing students to work with their curriculum and n Oppose W Favor

teachers over the internet — in combination with, or
in place of, traditional classroom learning. In
general, do you favor or oppose virtual schools?

NORTH CAROLINA 46

Charlotte 47

Raleigh-Durham

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q13.
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Q14. (Split A) Some states give tax credits to
individuals and businesses if they contribute money to

H Oppose

H Favor

nonprofit organizations that distribute private school
scholarships. This policy supports a “tax-credit
scholarship system.” In general, do you favor or
oppose a tax-credit scholarship system?

NORTH CAROLINA

Charlotte

Raleigh-Durham

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q14A.

Q14:. (Split B) A “tax crefilt allows an individual or m Oppose
businessto reduce the final amount of a tax owed to

Hm Favor

government. Some states give tax credits to individuals
and businesses if they contribute money to nonprofit
organizations that distribute private school scholarships.
A “tax-credit scholarship system” allows parents the
option of sending their child to the school of their choice,
whether that school is public or private, including both
religious and non-religious schools. In general, do you
favor or oppose a tax-credit scholarship system?

NORTH CAROLINA 23

Charlotte 20

Raleigh-Durham 25

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q14B.

65

67
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Q15. (Split A) An "education savings account” -- often called u Oppose B Favor
an "ESA" -- allows parents to withdraw their child from a

public district or charter school, and receive a paymentinto

a government-authorized savings account with restricted, but
multiple uses. Parents can then use these funds to pay for
private school tuition, virtual education programs, private
tutoring or saving for future college expenses. In general, do
you favor or oppose this kind of “savings account system”?

NORTH CAROLINA 56
Charlotte 60
Raleigh-Durham 58

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q15A.

Q15. (Split B) An "empowermentscholarship account” --

! . H Oppose H Favor
often called an "ESA" -- allows parents to withdraw their

child from a public district or charter school, and receive a
payment reflecting a percentage of per-student state funding.
It has been proposed that, on average, $4,700 would be
provided for each eligible student in North Carolina. Parents
can then use an ESA debit card to pay for private school
tuition, virtual education programs, private tutoring or saving
for future college expenses. In general, do you favor or
oppose this kind of “scholarship account system”?

NORTH CAROLINA 36 52
Charlotte 33 47
Raleigh-Durham 34 59

FRIEDMAN FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL CHOICE, North Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survey, Q15B.
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Q16. What is the most important reason that would cause you to choose your
previous response relating to ESAs? Please use a few words, or a very short ph

Top 12 | Specific impressions offered by respondents in the statewide sample.
Numbers represent counts (n), not percentages.

CHOICE / FLEXIBILITY / FREEDOM 108
HURTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 49
ABUSE / FRAUD 44

HELPS LESS FORTUNATE 34

GOOD USE OF TAX MONEY 33
BETTER EDUCATION / QUALITY 19
ACCESS / AVAILABILITY 16

PUBLIC SCHOOL: POSITIVE MENTIONS 13
HELPS CHILDREN 12

BAD IDEA 11

FAIR / EQUALITY 11

SHOULD PAY OUT OF POCKET 11

SOURCE: Friedman Foundation for Educational Chbiogth Carolina K-12 & School Choice Survé} 6.
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